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SSTT..  PPEETTEERRSSBBUURRGG,,  FFLL  
March 6, 2014— Local 
author, Sally Bosco, 
announces the debut of 
her young adult novel, 
Cevin’s Deadly Sin. It’s the 
story of a hetero, teen 
cross-dresser: his 
struggles with first love, 
self-identity and bullying 
during his senior year in a 
small, Florida town. 

Cevin’s Deadly Sin is one 
of the only depictions of a 
hetero teen cross-dresser 
in YA literature. 

“I wrote Cevin’s Deadly 
Sin because I became 
aware of the fact that it’s 
still culturally acceptable to ridicule people who dress in a gender 
non-conforming way. Cross-dresser teens don’t quite fit in with the 
trans kids or gay kids, and as a result they are left on their own to 
cope. I wanted to give these teens a book that would show them in 
a positive light and help them to survive high school. But above all, 
Cevin’s Deadly Sin is the story of an outsider, and anyone who has 
ever felt different from everyone else will be able to relate to this 
book.” 

Sally Bosco received her MFA in Writing Popular Fiction from Seton 
Hill University. This was her thesis novel for that program, taking 
her six years to write from concept to final book. 

Set in the fictional town of Tilapia, Florida, Cevin’s Deadly Sin is a 
contemporary young adult novel about a closeted, hetero teen 
cross-dresser. Cevin thinks that moving to a small town is the worst 
thing that ever happened to him…until he falls for Tessa. She may 
be the one person who can accept his cross-dressing, but her 
brother Hunt’s goal is to make Cevin’s life a living hell. When Hunt 
“outs” him at school, Cevin has to figure out how to come to terms 
with his own identity in order to keep Tessa and quite possibly save 
his own life. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
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AAbboouutt  CCeevviinn’’ss  DDeeaaddllyy  SSiinn::  
Who knew that a little pair of red lace panties could get him into so much trouble…  

Theme:  Cevin’s Deadly Sin is the story of a closeted, hetero teen cross-dresser. In 
most ways he’s a normal kid, yet he has that one difference he has to hide. It makes 
him feel that no one will accept him for his true self. This story explores the feelings 
of being an outsider, of having that one thing you have to conceal from the world. 
He has to gather all of his internal resources in order to overcome the bullying he 
faces at school. 

For teens, fitting in seems like the most important thing in the world. Those who are 
different can be made to feel like outcasts—not realizing that as you get older these 
differences can become an asset. Cevin’s Deadly Sin encourages people to 
celebrate their differences, that each person’s true self is unique and beautiful. The 
world is bigger than it appears to be in high school, and you don’t have to fit in—
you just have to be you. Life on the fringes is a fine place to be. 

SSuummmmaarryy::  Cevin’s worst nightmare comes true when he and his mom move to a 
small Florida town. In Tilapia high fashion is a flannel shirt with the sleeves chopped 
off, and the only entertainment is the Friday night football games. Cevin wants 
nothing more than to blend in and get through the year so he can graduate and 
leave the small town forever.  

When he meets Tessa, an introverted Goth girl, his plans to remain dethatched and 
“not have a life” are forever turned upside down. She’s friendly to him and he’s at 
first suspicious, but her poetic nature draws her to him. He starts to believe she 
might be the only one who could accept him for what he is. His challenge is getting 
up the nerve to tell her about his cross-dressing. 

Cevin, though, has a larger problem: two of the local bullies have discovered his 
proclivity for wearing women’s clothing. One of them turns out to be Tessa’s brother, 
who threatens to “out” him if he doesn’t stop seeing his beloved sister. Cevin will do 
nothing of the kind, and when their bullying escalates, Cevin has to figure out how to 
survive their viciousness while still seeing Tessa and preserving his own identity. 

When Cevin’s friendship with Tessa develops into something more, he realizes that 
she’s a kindred soul who doesn’t fit in. But Tessa has secrets, too, and Cevin’s 
friendship with her could lead him to the fulfillment of his dreams or to his own 
demise. 

WWhhyy  tthhiiss  bbooookk  iiss  rreelleevvaanntt:: Cevin’s Deadly Sin explores the life of a hetero teen 
cross-dresser who is otherwise a normal kid. Too often in the media cross-dressers 
are portrayed as psychopaths and serial killers. There is very little fiction that depicts 
cross-dressers in a positive light. The open ridicule of gender non-conforming 
people is rampant in our society, and bullying of those who are different from the 
norm is a huge issue in our schools. Cevin’s Deadly Sin explores how to deal with 
bulling in a constructive way, turn being an outsider into an asset and accept yourself 
for what you are. Teacher kits and reader’s guides are available for in-school and 
readers’ group discussions. 

Our school libraries are not providing enough LGBTQ-themed literature for teens as 
cited in an article in School Library Journal, “SLJ to Publish Dedicated Issue on 
Diversity,” by Kathy Ishizuka. Cevin’s Deadly Sin helps to close the gap in providing 
positive role model fiction for this demographic. 

CCoorree  iissssuueess::   learning how to turn being an outsider into 
tolerance of gender non- accepting others as they 

are accepting yourself for the gloriously individual being that you are 

Teacher kit and readers’ guides are available upon request. 
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SSaallllyy  BBoossccoo  BBiioo::  
Sally Bosco has a fascination with gender: the perceptions we have, 
the attitudes people have toward those who don’t fit into the usual 
categories, and the feelings we have about our own genders. She is 
inexplicably drawn toward the Uncanny, the shades of gray between 
the light and dark, the area where your mind hovers as you’re falling 
off to sleep. She loves writing young adult fiction because she 
strongly relates to teenage angst, the search for self-identity and the 
feelings of being an outsider. 

Her published novels include Death Divided and Death Undone 
(written with Lynn Hansen), The Werecat Chronicles, Shadow 
Cat (written as Zoe LaPage), and her newest book, Cevin’s Deadly 
Sin, the struggles of a hetero teen cross-dresser.  She contributed a 
chapter on writers’ craft to Many Genres, One Craft. She’s had short 

stories published in literary magazines and anthologies, including the Small Bites, Hazard Yet Forward and 
Cellar Door anthologies, and she has an MFA degree in Writing Popular Fiction from Seton Hill University. 

Sally lives in Florida with two of the most spoiled cats on the planet, Shadow and Hazel, and she has the 
absolutely best partner in the whole world, Eric. Check out her web page at SallyBosco.com. 

	  

Other books by Sally Bosco: 

The Werecat Chronicles 
YA Paranormal Romance 
What would you do for love? 
Confused by heightened senses and 
a heat that overwhelms her body and 
mind, shy, sheltered Kenley discovers 
that she’s a werecat. And not just any 
old werecat—she’s part of a royal 
lineage that goes back to the 
Egyptian cat goddesses. She’s eager 
to embrace her new heritage. After 
all, who wouldn’t want the strength 
and agility of a cat and, well, a few 
other special abilities? But when she 
falls in love with Luis, the crown 
prince of an opposing faction of 
werecats, she’s tempted to do the 
unspeakable to be with the boy she 
loves. 

Death Divided 
YA Horror, Paranormal Romance 
Cyberspace has fangs… 
An online murder mystery club for 
teens discovers that they have a real 
murder to solve when one of their 
members is found dead under 
suspicious, perhaps even paranormal 
circumstances. The AltDeath Club 
knows that their friend Rachel didn’t 
commit suicide. An energy vampire is 
prowling their isolated stretch of 
Northern Neck, Virginia. The 
AltDeathers must find the killer before 
they, too fall prey to the vampire’s foul 
trap. Tori St. James, her wheelchair-
bound boyfriend, Matt, and the rest of 
the AltDeath Club uncover the truth—
that cyberspace has fangs. 

Shadow Cat 
Adult Paranormal Romance 
In search of the Werecat Code… 
When Isabelle Renard moves to the 
Loire Valley to restore a five hundred-
year-old fresco, she doesn’t expect to 
fall in love with Jules Valdrome, a 
handsome and enigmatic Frenchman 
who turns out to be a shape-shifting 
werecat. She is bitten by a renegade 
vampire werecat and soon learns that 
the secret of breaking the curse is 
hidden within a fourteenth-century 
fresco by artist, Françios Clouet. His 
mysterious symbols point to an 
underground society of werecats 
dating back to the Egyptian cat 
goddesses. 
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SSaallllyy  BBoossccoo  --  AAuutthhoorr  IInntteerrvviieeww::  
Q:	   What	  would	  you	  like	  young	  readers	  to	  take	  away	  from	  your	  novels?	  
A:	   That	  life	  on	  the	  fringes	  is	  a	  fine	  place	  to	  be.	  When	  you’re	  in	  school,	  it	  feels	  like	  the	  most	  important	  thing	  in	  the	  

world	  is	  fitting	  in.	  If	  you’re	  different	  you	  feel	  like	  an	  outcast—an	  outsider.	  Yet,	  as	  you	  get	  older,	  these	  
differences	  can	  become	  an	  asset.	  Try	  celebrating	  your	  differences.	  Your	  true	  self	  is	  unique	  and	  beautiful.	  The	  
world	  is	  bigger	  than	  it	  appears	  to	  be	  in	  high	  school,	  and	  you	  don’t	  have	  to	  fit	  in—you	  just	  have	  to	  be	  you.	  

	  
Q:	   In	  what	  way	  is	  your	  story	  unique	  compared	  to	  other	  books	  in	  this	  genre?	  
A:	   Cevin’s	  Deadly	  Sin	  is	  unique	  because	  cross-‐dressing	  has	  seldom	  if	  ever	  been	  the	  subject	  of	  a	  book	  in	  young	  

adult	  literature.	  Cevin	  isn’t	  a	  drag	  queen,	  and	  he	  isn’t	  transgender,	  he	  just	  has	  a	  need	  to	  dress	  in	  women’s	  
clothing.	  Yet,	  he’s	  a	  heterosexual,	  which	  is	  actually	  very	  common	  with	  cross-‐dressers.	  He	  identifies	  quite	  a	  bit	  
with	  the	  female	  gender,	  yet	  in	  his	  daily	  life	  he	  doesn’t	  act	  particularly	  effeminate.	  His	  preferences	  are	  to	  a	  large	  
part	  hidden.	  It’s	  unique	  to	  have	  such	  a	  person	  as	  a	  protagonist	  in	  a	  young	  adult	  book,	  particularly	  one	  that	  
includes	  a	  romance.	  

	  
Q:	   What	  genre(s)	  do	  you	  write?	  Why	  do	  you	  write	  the	  stories	  that	  you	  write?	  
A:	   I	  write	  young	  adult	  novels	  of	  varying	  subject	  matter.	  In	  the	  past	  I’ve	  written	  mostly	  horror	  or	  paranormal.	  

Lately	  I’ve	  become	  interested	  in	  stories	  about	  gender—the	  perceptions	  we	  have,	  the	  attitudes	  people	  have	  
toward	  those	  who	  are	  different,	  and	  the	  feelings	  we	  have	  about	  our	  own	  genders.	  My	  stories	  are	  always	  about	  
outsiders—either	  people	  who	  don’t	  fit	  into	  the	  usual	  molds	  that	  society	  dictates	  or	  people	  who	  find	  
themselves	  thrust	  into	  circumstances	  that	  are	  outside	  of	  their	  comfort	  zones.	  

	  
Q:	   Why	  do	  you	  write? 
A:	   I	  write	  because	  I	  love	  to	  create	  worlds.	  My	  goal	  is	  to	  bring	  readers	  into	  my	  “fictive	  dream,”	  and	  get	  them	  

completely	  immersed	  in	  it.	  I	  love	  exploring	  the	  “what	  if’s”	  of	  a	  surreal	  situation.	  That’s	  why	  I’ve	  usually	  been	  
drawn	  to	  paranormal	  or	  horror.	  But	  on	  another	  note,	  all	  of	  my	  stories	  have	  a	  love	  interest.	  I	  like	  exploring	  the	  
feelings	  of	  an	  intense	  or	  significant	  first	  love.	  Sometimes	  they	  go	  bad,	  but	  they’re	  always	  transformative	  
experiences. 

 
Q:	   What	  is	  your work schedule like when you're writing? 
A: This is what works best for me: I get up at 7:00 a.m. and get some exercise—either meet friends to walk or go to the 

gym. After that I park myself in a café, grab a quick breakfast and coffee, then write for about three hours. 
Sometimes I’ll move to a second location. I know that if I go home I’m done for. I’ll get diverted by the cats, or a 
nap, or some other thing I need to take care of. Later on in the day I work on the peripheral writing stuff like 
marketing, blogging and social networking. 

 
Q: Do you use any specific writing techniques or a system for writing?	  
A:	   Yes,	  I	  love	  to	  binge	  write.	  When	  I	  start	  a	  new	  novel	  I	  get	  my	  outline	  together	  using	  Blake	  Snyder’s	  Save	  the	  Cat	  

screenwriting	  book.	  (It’s	  so	  important	  to	  get	  the	  structure	  of	  the	  novel	  correct	  before	  starting.	  Otherwise	  you	  
can	  end	  up	  with	  a	  mess.)	  I	  also	  work	  out	  the	  details	  of	  my	  characters.	  I	  create	  a	  chapter-‐by-‐chapter	  
breakdown,	  then	  (this	  is	  the	  fun	  part)	  I	  set	  aside	  three	  days	  and	  blast	  through	  the	  writing	  as	  fast	  as	  I	  can	  while	  
still	  being	  coherent.	  The	  momentum	  this	  exercise	  builds	  is	  amazing.	  I	  usually	  get	  a	  good	  chunk	  of	  the	  rough	  
draft	  written,	  and	  because	  it’s	  done	  all	  at	  once,	  the	  writing	  feels	  more	  organic—everything	  flows	  naturally.	  Of	  
course,	  I	  have	  to	  go	  back	  and	  rewrite.	  That’s	  a	  given.	  It	  sometimes	  takes	  me	  the	  better	  part	  of	  a	  year	  to	  
complete	  a	  novel.	  

	  
Q:	   Do	  you	  listen	  to	  music	  or	  have	  another	  form	  of	  inspiration	  when	  you	  are	  writing?	  
A:	   I	  like	  background	  noise	  like	  what	  you’d	  find	  at	  a	  coffee	  shop.	  I	  love	  to	  write	  in	  cafés.	  The	  smell	  of	  the	  coffee,	  the	  

activity	  of	  people	  bustling	  around,	  the	  general	  sounds	  of	  people	  talking	  and	  moving	  are	  an	  inspiration	  to	  me.	  
It’s	  always	  been	  very	  difficult	  for	  me	  to	  write	  at	  home.	  I’m	  getting	  better	  at	  it.	  Still,	  I	  like	  knowing	  that	  when	  
I'm	  at	  a	  café	  I’m	  there	  for	  one	  purpose,	  to	  write,	  and	  I	  find	  myself	  getting	  much	  less	  distracted	  than	  I	  would	  
around	  my	  house.	  
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SSaallllyy  BBoossccoo  --  AAuutthhoorr  IInntteerrvviieeww::  Continued...  
	  
Q:	   What	  do	  you	  find	  most	  gratifying	  about	  your	  writing	  experience?	  
A:	   I	  love	  it	  when	  I	  get	  a	  letter	  from	  someone	  who	  really	  connects	  with	  one	  of	  my	  books.	  Because	  I	  write	  young	  

adult,	  it’s	  usually	  a	  young	  person.	  In	  some	  cases	  my	  books	  have	  affected	  them	  quite	  deeply.	  Getting	  a	  letter	  or	  
email	  from	  someone	  like	  that	  makes	  all	  of	  the	  solitary	  hours	  of	  writing	  well	  worth	  it.	  

	  
Q:	   Tell	  us	  about	  the	  cover	  design	  of	  Cevin’s	  Deadly	  Sin.	  Is	  there	  any	  symbolism	  from	  the	  story	  reflected	  in	  the	  

cover?	  
A:	   The	  cover	  model	  exactly	  fits	  my	  image	  of	  Cevin,	  so	  I	  was	  very	  happy	  about	  that.	  The	  “V”	  in	  Cevin	  is	  made	  of	  a	  

pair	  of	  red	  panties.	  These	  panties	  are	  the	  catalyst	  for	  all	  of	  the	  struggles	  Cevin	  experiences	  during	  the	  course	  
of	  the	  story.	  They	  also	  symbolize	  different	  elements	  of	  the	  story:	  Cevin’s	  uniqueness,	  the	  struggles	  he	  faces	  
with	  bullying,	  and	  finally	  they	  symbolize	  Tessa’s	  love	  for	  him.	  
	  

Q:	   If	  you	  could	  travel	  back	  in	  time	  and	  tell	  the	  teenage	  you	  one	  thing,	  what	  would	  it	  be?	  
A:	   Don’t	  stress	  over	  relationships.	  Most	  of	  them	  aren’t	  going	  to	  work	  out,	  and	  you	  will	  meet	  “the	  one”	  when	  the	  

time	  is	  right.	  That	  could	  come	  much	  later	  than	  you	  thought,	  but	  it’s	  all	  for	  the	  best,	  because	  you’ll	  develop	  
proficiency	  and	  independence	  in	  your	  life	  that	  will	  make	  you	  much	  stronger	  and	  more	  self-‐assured.	  I	  swear,	  
I’ve	  wasted	  so	  much	  time	  agonizing	  around	  over	  relationships	  that	  didn’t	  work	  out.	  And	  for	  what?	  I	  wish	  I	  had	  
spent	  all	  of	  that	  energy	  working	  on	  my	  writing.	  

	  
Q:	   Is	  there	  anything	  from	  your	  own	  life	  that	  has	  been	  placed	  into	  your	  books?	  	  
A:	   Yes.	  Tessa’s	  bedroom	  from	  Cevin’s	  Deadly	  Sin	  is	  basically	  a	  dungeon.	  She’s	  painted	  everything	  black,	  covered	  

her	  windows	  with	  black	  velvet	  drapes,	  has	  candles	  and	  gargoyles	  all	  over	  and	  has	  a	  large	  lion-‐head	  fountain	  
that	  billows	  smoke.	  I	  had	  this	  exact	  same	  setup	  in	  a	  room	  that	  had	  been	  added	  onto	  my	  house	  as	  a	  sunroom	  (I	  
know,	  ironic.)	  I	  loved	  using	  the	  room	  for	  writing.	  I'd	  sit	  in	  there	  and	  zone	  out	  from	  the	  world.	  Alas,	  the	  room	  
broke	  down	  over	  the	  years—the	  walls	  actually	  started	  cracking—so	  I	  had	  to	  have	  it	  torn	  down	  and	  replaced	  it	  
with	  a	  big,	  bright	  sun	  room.	  It’s	  still	  dark	  at	  night	  though!	  

	  
Q:	   What	  would	  you	  consider	  is	  your	  favorite	  part	  of	  a	  book	  to	  write?	  The	  beginning,	  the	  middle	  or	  the	  ending?	  
A:	   I	  love	  writing	  the	  beginning	  and	  the	  exhilarating	  feeling	  of	  blasting	  through	  a	  first	  draft.	  Conversely,	  endings	  

are	  usually	  excruciating	  to	  me.	  It’s	  like	  I’ve	  run	  a	  long	  marathon,	  and	  it’s	  just	  so	  hard	  getting	  to	  the	  finish	  line.	  
For	  that	  reason	  I	  sometimes	  rough	  draft	  my	  endings	  and	  go	  back	  to	  them	  later	  to	  add	  details.	  

	  


